FAR    FROM   THE    MADDING   CROWD    ON    THE    GENTLY    FLOWING   RIVER
The helmsman perched in the stern keeps the nose of his craft from the river-bank by the aid of his strong oar which takes the place of a rudder. The remainder of the crew either rest in the shade of the crude straw covering or bask in the sun. To the bamboo pole in the bow is fastened the towing-line
supplying the motive power
THE GRAND CANAL SERVES AS A WASHTUB TO HANG-CHOW HOUSEWIVES This glimpse of the Yun-ho, or Grand Canal, on the outskirts of the city of Hang-chow, where it terminates, is insufficient to impart a correct impression of China's magnificent artificial river, parts of which are said to date back to the time of Confucius. This southern part was constructed in the seventh century, and the ravages of time have left many a mark on the fine stone walls and bridges
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